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Welcome! 

 

Welcome to Edition 4 of Lincolnshire Area Meeting Newsletter.  I hope you find 
it useful and interesting.  Please send any comments or material for the 
December edition to Ruth Allen-Williams -  
Anne Bennett has kindly agreed to take over from me as temporary editor from 
the March edition of 2020 until the end of the year. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Useful contacts 
Area Meeting                              Ruth Allen-Williams  
Co-Clerks                                     Anne Wood                 
PLEASE NOTE EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CLERKS IS NOW:   clerk.laqm@gmail.com                                                                                   
 
Clerk to Trustees                      Nick Eyre  trustee.laqm@gmail.com 
  
Alford Meeting Clerk              Alison Buckley-Jones    
(correspondence)                                       
 
Boston Meeting Clerk              Bronwen Halford  
                                                                                                                            
Brant Broughton Meeting       Susan Harris       
Co-Clerks                                                                                          Cynthia Fleming  
                                               
Gainsborough Meeting Clerk     Joan Duckett  
    
Grimsby Meeting Clerk           Charlotte Whiting   
                                                           
Lincoln Meeting Clerk               Ann Roberts     
                                                                           
Newark Meeting Clerk               Christine Ditcham    
                        
Spalding Meeting Clerk             (none at present - please contact AM clerks) 
 
                                                           

 National Events 
Some of you may be interested in the following events.  Space here is limited so the 
list below has titles and dates only. The clerks have contact details for more info. 
 
Stop the Arms Fair this September:  See www.quaker.org.uk/mm-aug19 for details of                              
 
Quaker Week 2019:                         This year's theme is 'Quaker Stories' - see                       
 
Living as a Quaker:                           Event for 11-15 year olds at Sustainability                                                       



    Changes in Lincolnshire Area Meeting arrangements 
 

At our Area Meeting in Newark in May some significant changes to AQM were 
agreed with the aim of simplifying our procedures.  Many of those not present at 
that meeting will have read about these in the minutes, but it may be helpful to 
have a reminder here about what will be different in 2020. 
 

1. There will still be 6 Area Meetings a year but now only 3 of these (in 
March, July and November) will be devoted to business matters and the 
other 3 (in January, May and September) will have a spiritual and social 
focus. Critical business that needs to be settled in between business 
meetings will be dealt with by the clerks by email or phone, in consultation 
with Trustees if necessary, and reported to the next business meeting. An 
extra business meeting will be set up if the need arises. 

 

2. All the business Area Meetings will take place in Lincoln Meeting House in 
recognition of our testimony to sustainability. Car-sharing and the use of 
public transport is encouraged. We hope that the other 3 meetings will be 
hosted at different Local Meetings around the county. 

 

3. The clerking team will be at least 2 and preferably 3 members who will 
share responsibilities to lighten the load. Anne and Ruth have already 
started asking another Friend to act as assistant clerk at the table and be 
involved in the preparation of the meeting. This gives a less experienced 
Friends the opportunity to act as assistant clerk for one meeting only.  

 

4. To help Nominations Committee find people willing to serve, it was agreed 
that while the 3-year term of office remains the preferred option, it is 
acceptable for a role to be taken for one year only to begin with. 
Mentoring and paid for training courses will continue to be an automatic 
part of any nomination, where required. 

 

5. Reports of conferences, etc, will be kept brief and focus on how those in 
the meeting could be involved. Those speaking to a report during a 
meeting will be encouraged to pick out a few important points and speak 
briefly, as all written reports will have been circulated beforehand. 

 

6. In future, to encourage attendance at Yearly Meeting, all Friends and 
Attenders will be entitled to the cost of 2nd class rail fares. This local 
support is additional to the bursary help already available from Friends 
House. 

 

7. It was agreed that we should encourage the exploration of use of modern 
technology such as Skype or Zoom as a means of facilitating our business 
meetings in the future.  Brant Broughton and Newark joint outreach 
group are going to trial this with Friends sitting in their respective meeting 
houses being linked by screen and audio to avoid the need for travel.  They 
will report back to AM.  This technology has also been used in other Area 
Meetings such as Norfolk and Waveney, to include people who would like 
to attend a meeting but cannot do so physically. 

 



News from Local Meetings 

 

Newark – news from Chris Ditcham 
We have had several events midweek and during the day at 
Newark Meeting as well as evening study groups.  
On May 29th we hosted Andrew Murphy who gave a talk on his 
new biography of William Penn shown here. 

 

 On May 8th we joined Jennifer Kavanagh in an afternoon at the Games Café in 
Newark Buttermarket playing a game called Journey Home.  Jennifer's board 
game is for 2 to 6 players, age 12+, with an optional role-playing element. 
Decisions are reached through discussion and consensus as each player is born 
in a different position in life, has certain life-long qualities, and is faced with 
certain events and choices.     The sale of this game raises money for the Big 
Issue Foundation, supporting those who have fewer choices in life.     
 https://www.journeyhomegame.com. 
Quite a number of our members are involved with the Syrian refugee families in 
Newark and we are hoping to have a talk in the near future about a camp in 
Lebanon where many of the refugees came from. 

 

Lincoln – news from Ann Roberts 

Work is nearly finished on the security fence around the Meeting House, which 
we are able to have thanks to a generous grant from The Henry and Christine 
Armitage Burtt Trust. Lincoln Metal Craft have given us a very good design. It 
is not intrusive and blends in well with the trees. We plan to plant climbing 
plants to cover it. Clematis Montana and honeysuckle are on the list. It is a pity 
that we have to have a fence, but we need it at this inner city location. Our 
Resident Volunteers, Clare and Lee, who live in the flat will appreciate being 
able to be more relaxed. 

In June we celebrated the 100th birthday of Don Sutherland, still an active and 
much-loved member of our meeting. The play Conchies which is about Don and 
his fellow Conscientious Objectors, who lived and worked at Holton cum 
Beckering, was also performed at the Meeting House the same month.  

 

Brant Broughton 
Queen Eleanor Cycle Ride – by Felicity Davies 
Earlier this summer I picked up an A5 flyer at Brant 
Broughton Meeting House about the Queen Eleanor 
Cycle Ride organised by The Friends of the Connection at 
St Martin-in the Fields. The sole aim of this charity is to 
support homeless and vulnerable people in central 
London. Having noticed homelessness as an increasing 
problem in the country and also wishing to get more cycle 
exercise, I felt inspired to take up this challenge - not only 
cycling the 200 miles over 4 days but aiming to raise at 
least £1000 from sponsorships! 



The ride starts on Friday 23rd August in Harby, near Lincoln, where Queen 
Eleanor of Castile, the first wife of King Edward I, died in 1290. It then follows 
the route where Edward I had Queen Eleanor Crosses built to mark the 
stopping stages of her funeral cortege and finishes on Bank Holiday Monday at 
Westminster Abbey where she was buried. 
If anyone would like to sponsor me there are copies of my 
sponsorship form at Brant Broughton Meeting House.  
Alternatively, see my fundraising page 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/FelicityDavies6.  
This is open for sponsorships until 23rd November.    
 

For some time, Anne Bennett has been visiting Jennifer 
Herridge in her care home at Folkingham.   Jennifer's 
health is variable, but she likes to be kept in touch with 
Friends at Brant Broughton meeting.  

 

Grimsby/Alford – Reports by Alison Buckley-Jones 
Boat Building - At the beginning of June we had 
another lovely day when Friends of all ages came 
together to build boats at Grimsby Meeting 
House. We had organised ourselves beforehand 
by downloading templates for boats using 
discarded plastic bottles, sticks lying around and 
other assorted oddments that are usually found 
in the garage just waiting for the day when they 
will be useful. By the time we had eaten our shared lunch there was flotilla of 
vessels waiting to be launched.   

Picnic on the beach - Yet again our annual picnic 
on the beach at Moggs Eye saw lovely weather, if a 
little breezy, so those who came along were able to 
enjoy the beach and the children enjoyed the sea! 

When we traversed the dunes, we saw a dredging 
pipe running across the beach so we had to 
construct ramps either side to get to the shoreline. We all enjoyed our picnics, 
running around in the sand, building sandcastles and some, including the dogs, 
played games.    Make a date in your diary for the first Sunday in July 2020 for 
our next picnic. 

Gainsborough – Quiet Day on 8th June. Report by Joan Duckett. 

The theme this year was “Inspiration and Action”.  As part of our preparation 
we had given Becky Rider, who organised the day, an account of people who had 
inspired us, and the changes and developments they had brought about in our 
lives.  On the day the meeting house was filled with different opportunities to 
explore the whole idea of inspiration further, through the work of people “met” 
in whatever sense: Desmond Tutu, John Coltrane, Greta Thunberg and many 
others.  We worked mainly on our own in quiet, with times of sharing and 
worship. We all found it a very rewarding and helpful day and are very grateful 
to Becky for all her hard work and “inspiration”. 



 

Who is equal to what? 
 

A reflection by David Thorpe of Brant Broughton Meeting 
 

I have been looking up “Oversight” in Friends' literature and 
have come across much to do with Equality. The topic within that 
that has grabbed my attention is that appointing Friends to 
offices like Treasurer or Elder makes them more equal than those 
Friends not so appointed. This seems to cause some widespread 
discomfort, even outrage, as the important testimony to Equality 
is being ignored. 
 
The problem seems to me to stem from a misunderstanding: 
Equality of status is not distinguished from Equality of 
contribution. 
 
That there is that of God in each of us, Friend or not, is basic to 
our Way and I would be the last to argue with that. We all have 
God within us and we are equal in that. How much of God within 
us shows in our daily lives is less equal. It has been well said 
that we have to search very deeply for that of God in some 
people. But it is always there. 
 
First time Attenders rarely make more of a contribution than 
their presence in the Meeting; it would be unreasonable to expect 
otherwise. Given time and opportunity this often changes and a 
major contribution to the life of the Meeting may be made. 
Equality of contribution is different for the same Friend at 
different times, and also for different Friends at the same time. 
This is inevitable and desirable. Equality of status remains at all 
times, no matter what the individual contributions might be. 
 
Another face of this failure to distinguish between different 
aspects of Equality is “Corporate Eldership”. If everyone is 
responsible, then no one is responsible, and what is more 
important than preserving uncorrupted and undiluted this jewel 
that we have? How can a first time Attender know how it all 
“works”? They will learn and become able to carry the flame into 
the future but to begin with, that is not reasonable nor possible. 
 
Many Friends think clearly about the way things work, but it is a 
trap to look to the words anywhere in Quaker writings and miss 
the meaning. Humility is sometimes in short supply as shown by 
a refusal to “believe that you may be wrong”. We can all be 
wrong sometimes, maybe we need to be watchful, careful and 
ready to admit that others may be nearer to “right” than we are.  
 



Quaker Profile  
 

In each edition a different member of 
Lincolnshire Area Meeting will tell his or her 
own story. We begin with a familiar face, our 
co-clerk    Anne Wood. 
 

 
During my childhood my Quaker family moved 
round Britain as my father’s job required so 
giving me experience of several different Quaker 
Local Meetings. I have now lived in Lincolnshire 
for fifty years but still value the contacts with 
distant Friends maintained by Yearly Meetings 
and other events. Now we have email it is easier 
still.  
 
I left home after school to train as a primary school teacher and spent many of 
my holidays in Harlow New Town to see Martin at his parent’s home as he was 
in agriculture and had little time off. We married in Winchmore Hill (London) 
Meeting House, lived in Essex and soon began our family. My teaching stopped 
for a while, but I was always involved with child minding and helped develop 
playgroups. We began short term fostering and then I was lured back into 
teaching until our third son arrived. While he was young, I returned to child 
minding, sold wooden toys party plan style to help rural Mums with no 
transport and then got involved in the craft industry through spinning, weaving 
and needlework. Eventually I started up a Craft Centre, Manor Stables in 
Fulbeck, where I developed a tearoom, sold other peoples’ craft, rented units to 
crafts people and continued my own work. I continued working with children 
when being a part of the Scout movement as first an “Akela” to Cub Scouts then 
“Grey Beaver” to Beaver Scouts. With the Area Meeting we went on family 
camps which were great fun. 
 
Alongside this Martin and I did Bed and Breakfast (for 40 years) where we 
welcomed many people into our home and often found an opportunity to talk 
about Quakers. We have enjoyed stewarding the Quaker Tapestry and for ten 
years did public talks about it. I served as a Trustee to the Tapestry and again 
have made many Friendships from all over the UK.  
 
Quakers have always kept me busy but none of this would be possible without 
my attendance at our weekly Meetings for Worship which give me time to set 
aside everything else, time to listen, pray and prepare myself for days ahead.  

 



Dates for your diary 
 
 
 
Saturday 7th September 10.30am     Area Quaker Meeting at Grimsby  
 
Saturday 14th September                 Churches Together Bike and Stride.  
      Lincoln Meeting House is open from 10am 
      to 6pm as a comfort stop. 

 

Friday 13th & Sat 14th September Brant Broughton Meeting House is open for 

Friday 20th & Sat 21st September     both weekends of Heritage Week. There will 
      be a display about Thomas Robinson, tea, 
      coffee and cakes     
  

 
Saturday 21 st September                 Lincoln Meeting House will be open as part 
      of Heritage Week. The theme is Lincolnshire 
      learning, wisdom and folklore. Any  
      information about Quaker schools in  
      Lincoln would be welcome. 
 
28th September to 6th October           National Quaker week.  Gainsborough  
                                                      Meeting House is open for coffee & cake                                                    
 
Saturday 9th November 10.30am    Area Quaker Meeting at Gainsborough  
 
Saturday 30th November 10 am      All age Christmas crafting event at Grimsby 
                                                            Meeting House with a shared lunch. 
 
Date to be confirmed Nov/Dec         Brant Broughton Meeting host their annual  
                                            Words and Music event - open to all  
 
 
 
   
 
                                                           

******************************************************************* 
 
 

    Please send contributions for the December edition of the newsletter to  
                         Ruth Allen-Williams before ** 11th November 2019 ** 

 
 


